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                                               America Founded On Values

            Paul Harvey once told a version of the following story on one of his radio shows.  There was an old man who believed in democracy and public education.  He believed so strongly in this that he decided to bring them together in an experiment.

            The old man was thrilled when the public college he had always dreamed of was opened.  For years he had envisioned a place where students would practice self-governance.  There would be no regulations in the institution only the goodwill and judgment of the students. 

But things did not go as smoothly as the old man’s dream.  The students began skipping class, they drank excessively, and wasted their time in frivolous pursuits.  They were not the models of self respect and discipline the old man had envisioned.

One night 14 students went on a rampage.  They got drunk and eventually got in a brawl, one student hit a professor with a brick, and another one hit someone with a cane.

The trustees of the college had a special meeting.  The old man, who was now 82 years old and very frail, was asked to speak to the student body.  In his speech he recalled the principles upon which the college had been founded.  He told the students how disappointed he was and how he had expected so much more from them.  During the speech tears welled up in his eyes and he was so overcome with grief that he was unable to continue his speech.

The audience was touched by the old man’s speech and all 14 of the offenders stepped up and admitted their guilt.  A strict code of conduct and many more regulations were instituted at the college because of this incident. 

The old man’s experiment had failed because he had not taken into consideration the ingredient necessary for success: virtue.  

Not long after this incident the old man died on the Fourth of July.  Engraved on his tombstone were the following words: Thomas Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence and father of the University of Virginia.  These words reflected the success of his dream and failure of one of his most important experiments.

Our nation was founded on pride, respect, honesty, responsibility, compassion, and courage, so many of the things we are lacking in our society today. Theodore Roosevelt once said, “Americanism is a question of principles, of idealism, of character: it is not a matter of birthplace or creed or line of descent.”

Many in our society have decided that virtue and high standards for what is right and wrong are not important.   

There are those that argue that the word ‘God’ in the Pledge of Allegiance denies rights to the non-believer.  Our generation wants everything to be politically correct and we are forgetting the values that this country was founded on.

As parents we are faced with an enormous challenge to find role models for our children.  What a different country this would be had Thomas Jefferson’s experiment worked.  What a wonderful country we would have if we all lived life honorably and respectfully.

I believe that the good in this country far surpasses the bad.  Americans are known for their ingenuity and their boundless generosity. For generations young Americans have stood and fought with courage for the freedom we have always had the privilege of enjoying. 

The Founding Fathers of our nation believed that a country of virtuous citizenry was a prerequisite for a successful democracy. Maybe the solution to some of the problems we are facing today would be solved, if we applied some of the values they believed in. 
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