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                                                My Son, a College Graduate

            My younger son graduated from the University of Texas in Austin this past weekend.  It seems only yesterday I was attending his high school graduation and trying to get used to the idea that he would be moving away.

            At the graduation ceremony as I was sitting there watching these young men and women receiving their diplomas flashbacks of my sons life kept coming into my mind. 

            I thought about the first time I held him and what a beautiful baby he was.  He was a good baby and a very active toddler who was always happy and very affectionate. 

I remembered his sixth birthday party and how he ignored everyone except the little girl he liked.  All the pictures I have of that day show him standing or sitting next to her.

 I could picture him at the age of eight when we had to take him in to get stitches on his eyebrow, and how brave he was.  

            When he was nine, he decided he was going to run away because he didn’t like the rules we had at home. He started to pack a bag and was filling it with all his toys when I suggested we go into the kitchen and eat a snack. Needless to say, my little guy never left.

I will never forget the way he looked the night of his senior kicker dance as he sat on the stage with his classmates singing. And now I will never forget how he looked this past weekend dressed in his cap and gown surrounded by his friends and family.

 When you see your children this happy you always pray that their life will always be blessed with joy. These images of his life are tucked away in my heart and will be with me forever.

            I am excited for my son and all the wonderful things he has to look forward to, and I am also teary-eyed and wanting to cling to him just a little longer. 

            I have no doubt in my mind that he will succeed in life. But what I want most of all for him is a joyful life.

            Joy comes to those that love what they do and to those that live their life in peace.  By this I mean living life without hurting others or envying others. It’s living life doing the right thing.

            Reaching our dreams is a life long journey very few of us can achieve what we want over night.  It takes commitment and hard work.  The most important thing is how you live your life while you are working towards your dream.

            In order to find joy in life we have to find the way to balance all of our commitments.  We have to have faith in God, and we have to make time for our family.  Because if we don’t whenever we get wherever it was we thought we wanted to be, we end up alone without everything that is important in life.

            A joyful life is about a state of being.  It’s about the way you see and experience the opportunities that God gives you. And then it is about using those opportunities to do good things.

            Long gone are the years I rocked my son to sleep.  He is 6 feet 5 inches tall and towers over me, but when he wraps his arm around me no words are needed.  I will miss my little boy but I am very proud of the man that has emerged. 

            He is patient and wise and attentive, and I look forward to learning from the man-my son. Congratulations, Carlos! You are loved more than you can imagine.
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